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CLAIMS 



1. A method of providing a system version associated with a 
communications system, wherein there is a plurality of different system 
5 versions, specifying data relating to the communications system, associated 
with the communications system, the system versions being represented by 
nodes in a genealogy tree with respective change logs defining changes made 
between system versions of linked nodes, the method comprising: 

selecting a system version to be provided; 
10 selecting a storage space; 

determining a path through the genealogy tree from a node of the tree 
previously associated with the selected storage space to the node of the 
system version selected to be provided; and 

applying, to the system version corresponding to the node previously 
1 5 associated with the selected storage space, those operation change logs 
present on the determined path through the genealogy tree, thereby 
providing the selected system version. 



2. A method according to claim 1, wherein as part of the step of selecting 
20 a storage space, an active system version is deactivated, thereby freeing the 

selected storage space. 

3. A method according to claim 1, further comprising deactivating the 
elected storage space corresponding to the provided system version. 

25 

4. A method according to claim 1 wherein the storage space is in a 
database. 
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5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the communications system is 
a cellular communications system. 

5 6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the system versions define 
system configurations of the communications system. 

7. A storage medium storing processor-implementable instructions for 
controlling a processor to carry out the method of claim 1. 

10 

8. Apparatus for providing a system version associated with a 
communications system, wherein there is a plurality of different system 
versions, specifying data relating to the communications system, associated 
with the communications system, the system versions being represented by 

15 nodes in a genealogy tree with respective change logs defining changes made 
between system versions of linked nodes, the apparatus comprising: 
means for selecting a system version to be provided; 
means for selecting a storage space; 

means for determining a path through the genealogy tree from a node 
20 of the tree previously associated with the selected storage space to the node of 
the system version selected to be provided; and 

means for applying, to the system version corresponding to the node 
previously associated with the selected storage space, those operation change 
logs present on the determined path through the genealogy tree, thereby 
25 providing the selected system version. 
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9. Apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the means for selecting a 
storage space comprises means for deactivating an active system version to 
free the selected storage space. 

5 10. Apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising means for 

deactivating the elected storage space corresponding to the provided system 
version. 

11. Apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising a database, the 
10 database being the where the storage space is located. 

12. Apparatus according to claim 8, adapted for use in a cellular 
communications system. 

15 13. Apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the system versions define 
system configurations of the communications system. 

14. An operations and maintenance centre comprising apparatus 
according to claim 8. 

20 



